The letter went on: "no part of Canada is so well fitted for the purpose Eof capital!! as Bytown", because it was equidistant between the two extremes of the country, a "reasonable distance from the frontier", there was "nearly enough of building stone about it", and, it was added, "with respect also to solubriety it is not exceeded by any place in the world"!
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The survival of the above letter tells us that the idea was being generated, at least among the local elite, for proposing Bytown as the capital of an anticipated union. But while local private discussion was undoubtedly continued, the public airing of the idea began in earnest when Dr. A.J. Christie started publishing the Bytown Gazette on June 9, 1836, for, until his death in 1843, the newspaper carried numerous editorials by Christie on why Bytown should be capital.
The editorials stimulated others to respond, either in "letters to the editor" section of the Bytown Gazette or in editorials in newspapers 12 in other cities, including Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, and Toronto.
It is worthwhile noting that the many arguments advanced by Christie, and also by the authors of some of the letters printed in the newspaper, were essentially the reasons which ultimately led to 13 the site being selected as seat of government.
To summarize from the many editorials: Christie questioned the defensiveness of the towns along the St. Lawrence and Lake Ontario and he suggested also that they were vulnerable to republican ideas and principles. Bytown, of course, would, he thought, be free from such dangers since it was away from the border and the site was militarily strong as well as being Some residents of Bytown hated the name, so others were suggested.
In 1835, for instance, Baker expressed the belief that a "more classical Clearly, the idea for Bytown/Ottawa to be capital of the Canadas was not a new one in the 1850's but rather had been generated from the earliest days of its founding. The "boosterism" factor thus cannot be ignored when one turns to an analysis of Canada's seat of government issue.
Not all of the ramifications of the concept -and process -of "boosterism" have been made explicit in this brief paper and, indeed, I have focussed on only part of the first of several episodes of "boosterism 11 in Bytown/Ottawa as it related to the seat of government issue. Also, it is quickly acknowledged that other factors were also involved in the decision making process. However, it is hoped that the thoughts presented here in this case study will interest other researchers enough so that they too will search for and analyze noneconomic factors, in addition to the usual economic factors now used, in their work on loational analysis. Obviously "boosterism" is only one facet of locational analysis, but its role should not be ignored. 12. The fact that editors in other cities jested about Bytown as a potential location for the seat of government serves to indicate that they viewed Christie's "swan" as a "goose"! Not unexpectedly, they generally viewed their own cities as being the best location for the capital functions.
